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Letter to the New Owners of My Home, Lanesville
BY LENORE BALLIRO

Do not be alarmed when, lying in your bed on the third floor,
you feel the house shake from the strong northwest winds
rushing in off Ipswich Bay. That wind howls a deep sorrow
scraped off the waves. It cannot be silenced, make friends with it.
Do not be afraid, the house was built by a capable Finn, 1897, 
and it bends like the Black Locusts bend, and regains it posture once again. 

Remember that honeysuckle blooms early in spring, orange blossoms 
claim the porch railings and scent your morning air, and the Anise Hyssop 
will rise high in July, purple and fragrant, and the red Bee Balm will call the 
hummingbirds. Pick a few blossoms from each—place tender petals onto 
each other’s tongues and savor.

The bees love it here, especially the flowering mint that’s fought with the 
weeds and persists. Pick it for your mojitos or tea or just  squeeze the leaves 
between your fingers as you walk to work to teach the first 
graders at Plum Cove School—inhale deeply. 

I’ll leave you a list with my favorite tradesmen:  Mike and Kerry, 
and Felipe, who can do anything, and Frank, whose daughter 
owned this house before me. Joe, my plumber, retired, I still miss him, 

I hope you make love in every room in this house. And I hope 
you notice the elders around you, offer what you can, Jann’s stories will  
entertain you: Amsterdam back in the day, and tales of Friesland, his native land.

I hope your sweet dog gets her own spot in the backyard
where she can dig her heart out, like mine did, next to the granite wall 
where I cut back the errant wild rosebush. I buried his ashes there,
marked by a driftwood cross, please allow him this final place to rest. 

Here is the key. There’s another one hidden
in a place my girl makes fun of, but this is Lanesville, 
so you won’t need it anyway.
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