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ABOUT THE COVER ART

The painting on the cover served as Mary Eva Hooker’s inspiration for 

her poem, “Harbor.” The painting was completed by Frank Stella in 

1953–1954 while he was still a student at Phillips Academy, in Andover, 

MA. Using Gloucester’s working harbor as his subject, the painting is 

a study in form, a contemplation of weight and balance. The repetition 

of shapes and the flatness of the composition foreshadow the direction 

Stella’s art would take in coming decades as he moved on to experiment 

with minimalism and hard-edged painting techniques.

Adapted from the Cape Ann Museum website.

2022 - 400 STORIES PROJECT OF GLOUCESTER400+™ - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE 2



2022 - 400 STORIES PROJECT OF GLOUCESTER400+™ - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE 3

Harbor
BY MARY EVA HOOKER

The shock of blue and yellow buildings tumbling 

down to the water in haphazard geometric.   

Two black working boats wait for load and unload, 

for size, substance and portion. What you see is what

you see. The painting holds.  

Like the drunk porter, I say to myself  

                   knock knock who’s there

                                                    knock knock and oh 

And oh here is harbor: the rigging, the lobster traps.

The seaweed. The junk of the sea. And oh! Salt savors,

Believe it.  

                  I think I have hoo-ha’s coming. 

A spider curls up within her web. There she is safe.

Here on the sun-porch, I am folding-open. 

I am no hyacinth girl. I keep matter within myself.

Wind makes its own door out there. The gray 

and brown rocks open: good harbor.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

This poem was written by Mary while she was in residence at the Eliot House in Gloucester. Her poems have been 
widely published. In Mary’s first book, Godwit, she traced the migration patterns of a bird, collected wildflowers 
for semblances and explored the testimony of women mystics. Mary is currently a writer-in-residence at Saint 
Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana.


